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I Raised my Hand! Now What? 
 

CONGRATULATIONS! 
 
You have just made the best decision of your entire life! You made the decision to follow Jesus 
Christ! In doing so, you have received Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior by believing that Jesus 
loves you, died for you on a cross, paid the penalty for your sins, and was raised from the dead, 
guaranteeing us eternal life.  By simply believing that is true and desiring for your life to change, 
(what the Bible calls repentance) you have received the greatest gift ever given. The “Gift of 
Salvation.”   
 
Essentially, the formula for receiving the gift of Salvation looks like this according to the 
following scriptures: 
 

Romans 10:9-10 
“9 That if you confess with your mouth, "Jesus is Lord," and believe in your heart that God raised him 
from the dead, you will be saved.  
10 For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you 
confess and are saved.” 
 
Acts 2:36-39 
36 “Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord 
and Messiah.” 
37 When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and the other apostles, 
“Brothers, what shall we do?” 
38 Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the 
forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 The promise is for you and 
your children and for all who are far off—for all whom the Lord our God will call.” 
 

 
REPENT (to change your mind, to turn away from sin and turn to God) 

+ 
BELIEVE (believe in Christ’s love for you through His death, burial, & resurrection for your sins) 

+ 
CONFESS (confess with your mouth through prayer and soon after through water Baptism)____  

= 
SAVED (right with God) The “Gift of Salvation” 

 
This gift of salvation, or what many people call being “saved” is the ultimate benefit package. It 
includes all your sins being forgiven, both past and present, and future.  It causes you to be 
made righteous in the eyes of God, thus putting you in a right standing relationship with God.  
Which is something we were incapable of doing ourselves.  It includes: the gift of eternal life, 
gives you a place in Heaven, the ability to experience an abundant life here on earth, and 
provides you access to the countless promises and blessings in the Bible. 
 
While that sounds exciting, the question is, I raised my hand, now what? Where do you go from 
here? How do you navigate this new relationship with God?  
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It’s simple, you follow the G.P.S. to your God-given Destiny.     
 
 
NAVIGATING YOUR WALK WITH GOD 
 
Just like the many people who were saved in the early church of the Bible, we follow the same 
path they modeled in Acts 2:42-47.  
 

42 They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of 
bread and to prayer.  
43 Everyone was filled with awe at the many wonders and signs performed by the apostles. 
44 All the believers were together and had everything in common.  
45 They sold property and possessions to give to anyone who had need.  
46 Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their 
homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts,  
47 praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number 
daily those who were being saved. 

 

GROW   PLUG   SERVE 
 
 

G-GROW 
2 Peter 3:18 ESV  
But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him be the glory both now and to 
the day of eternity. Amen. 

 
The G in our GPS navigation stands for GROW. Now that you have entered into a relationship 
with Jesus, like any other new relationship in your life, you want to grow the closeness of that 
relationship.  Making a commitment to Jesus is not the end of this relationship, but only the 
beginning of a lifelong journey of growth and closeness in your relationship with the Lord. 
How do I G.R.O.W? 
 

G-Go the church consistently 
R-Read the Bible 
O-Onsite/Online Class 
W-Water Baptism & Worship 

 
G—Go to church consistently  

• “Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one 
another...” (Hebrews 10:25). 

• “They devoted themselves to the Apostles teaching” (Acts 2:42) 
• “They continued to meet together in the temple courts” (Acts 2:46) 

 

The local church is one of the primary ways God uses to train people in their faith journey.  You 
want to be a consistent, regular attendee of church.  In fact, it should be something you do 
weekly, as it is a place where you will grow significantly in your walk with God as it is a place to 
learn the Word of God, practice the presence of God through worship, have your faith 
strengthened by the preaching of the word, be taught by the pastors, church leaders and other 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Peter+3%3A18&version=ESV
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Christians, and connect with an authentic community of people who can help you along the 
way. 
 
Nikao Church offers services on Sunday mornings  to help you grow in your walk with God, 
experience God’s presence, and foster community with other believers.  We would love to see 
you there! 
 

R—READ THE WORD 

•  “they devoted themselves to the Apostles teaching” (Acts 2:42) 

• Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man shall not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes 
from the mouth of God.’[a]” (Matthew 4:4) 

• desire the sincere milk of the Word…, that you may grow thereby.? (1 Peter 2:2) 

 
The Word of God is food for our spirit and nourishes our souls, like food does our natural bodies.  
Just like in the natural, if you don’t eat you won’t grow physically, the same is true for the 
spiritual, if you don’t read the Word you won’t grow spiritually.  
 
Reading the Bible does amazing things for us as it: 

1) Transforms our thinking 
“Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then 
 you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is-his good, pleasing and perfect will.  
(Romans 12:2 NIV) 

 
 

2) Keeps us Holy 
How can a young person stay on the path of purity? By living according to your word. (Psalm 119:9)  

 
 
How to R.E.A.D. God’s word? 
 

 R-Read Regularly with a Plan 
it is important to set a time, set a place, and have a plan to REGULARLY (consistently) 
read the word.  

 
It would be better for you to read the word for 5 minutes daily than to read for 1 hour one day a 
week.  That would be like eating at a restaurant buffet one time a week and that being the only 
thing you eat all week.  If you did that you most likely would be physically weak, tired, and 
emotionally upset the remainder of that week.  In the same way, if you don’t consistently feed 
yourself spiritually the Word of God you will be weak, tired and easily upset spiritually and 
emotionally. 
 
 
Plans we recommend 
Start with the Gospels, which tell the story of the “Good News” (Gospel=Good News): 

• Books of John, Matthew, Mark, Luke and then read Acts (read one chapter per day) 

• Psalms/Proverbs plan (read one chapter per day) 

• Scripture of the Day*  

• Devotional plans* 
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o Beginning a Relationship with Jesus  
https://www.bible.com/reading-plans/1594-beginning-a-relationship-with-jesus 

o New 2 Faith: Give God First Place 
https://www.bible.com/reading-plans/1973-new-2-faith-give-god-first-place 

o New Day, New You 
https://www.bible.com/reading-plans/2167-new-year-new-you 

  
Resources 

• Bible App-You Version*  

• Biblegateway.com  

• Bible Commentaries  
 

Do you need a Bible? Let us know at the BLUE CORNER! 
 

 E-Expect God to Speak to You 
Pray this simple prayer before you start. “Speak Lord, your servant is listening”  
(1 Samuel 3:10).  As you do, believe that God will speak to you through His Word.  
Prayer is a key that not only helps us read the Bible, but a key in every area of our walk 
with God! 

 
In fact, you NEED TO PRAY EVERYDAY! 
 
Every good relationship is built on good communication.  The same is true in our relationship 
with God, and we communicate with God through PRAYER.  To pray simply means to talk and 
listen to God.  As a new believer and a child of God, you have a Heavenly Father that wants to 
talk with you and fellowship with you daily. Not only does He promise to answer your prayers  
(1 John 5:14-15), but as you pray He will also provide guidance and spiritual strength. The Bible 
tells us to "Pray continually," that means we should be pray consistently every day  
(1 Thessalonians 5:17). 
 
So, as you pray and read the Bible, ask yourself the following questions about the portion of the 
Bible you are reading: 
 

  A-Ask the following questions: 
1) What does the passage of the scripture in the Bible mean? 

 (OBSERVATION) 
2) How does this passage of scripture in the Bible apply to the world around me? 

(INTERPRETATION) 
3) How does this passage of scripture in the Bible apply to my life? 

(INTERPRETATION) 

D-Do what the Word Says 
1) What can I do today to put this scripture into practice in my life?   

(APPLICATION) 
 
James 1: teaches us to be a doer of the Word, not just a hearer only. This means that 
while reading the Bible is a powerful place to start, the true benefit is found in obeying 
the Bible.  Reading the Word of God, and not doing it, would be like getting great advice 
from a trusted friend and not implementing what they advised you to do.  Would it be 

https://www.bible.com/reading-plans/1594-beginning-a-relationship-with-jesus
https://www.bible.com/reading-plans/1973-new-2-faith-give-god-first-place
https://www.bible.com/reading-plans/2167-new-year-new-you
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your friends fault if the situation they advised you on didn’t work out if you didn’t put 
their advice into practice?  That is what many Christians do to God.  They often blame 
God and believe the Bible does not work and is not relevant to their lives.  However, the 
real issue is not in the information we received-the Word, but rather our failed 
implementation of it.  Not knowing something can hurt you, but knowing something and 
not doing it, is the same as not knowing it at all.   
 
You will be blessed in what you DO from the Word, even if it doesn’t make sense in the 
natural or is opposite to the world around you or other people in your life.  Trust that 
God’s Will, His Way, which is His Word, is better than our own ideas and thoughts.  Isaiah 
55:8 says that God’s thoughts are not our thoughts, and His ways are not our ways, in 
fact God’s ways are higher than our ways and His thoughts are greater than our 
thoughts.  Which is why we are encouraged in Romans 12:2 to not conform to the 
pattern of thinking and ways of the world that doesn’t know God, but to be transformed 
in our thinking by God’s Word, then we will see God’s good, pleasing, and perfect will for 
our lives. 
 
One of the things God’s Word clearly instructs us to do is to live HOLY. 
 

O—ONSITE & ONLINE CLASS 
 
It is vital that in order to GROW and fully get connected to the life of the church, that each new 
believer participate in our Growth Track Process. This is an easy three step process that helps 
you get connected, learn more about your walk with God, discover purpose, and make a 
difference. 
 
It all starts with NIKAO 101, which is the place where you will learn more about Nikao, how to 
get further connected, become a member and learn some basics in our walk with God.  It 
describes who we are and who we know God to be. 
 

NIKAO 101 takes place the first Sunday of every month during our 10:30 am service.  
 
The next step, NIKAO 201, is all about you!  It helps you know who you are. It is the place where 
we help you discover your unique set of God-given gifts, talents and abilities and find your 
purpose.  We will guide you through a spiritual gifts assessment, meet with you individually, and 
explore the numerous ways you can begin making a difference in the life of others.   
 
NIKAO 201 takes place the second Sunday of every month during our 10:30 am service. 
 
 
Sign up for NIKAO 101 by visiting www.nikaochurch.org and click on “Connect”.  
Look for the NIKAO 101 Banner:  https://nikaochurch.ccbchurch.com/form_response.php?id=7 
 
 
Online Content 
There are a series of Pastor Brian’s messages available online at https://nikaochurch.org/media 
 We encourage you to access this information and use it on your journey as it will be a 
tremendous help to you. 

https://nikaochurch.ccbchurch.com/form_response.php?id=7
https://nikaochurch.org/media
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W-WATER BAPTIZED   
• When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and the other apostles, 

“Brothers, what shall we do?” Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the 
name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy 
Spirit. (Acts 2:37-38) 

•  On hearing this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus (Acts 19:5) 

•  for all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. (Galatians 3:27) 

• Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, (Matthew 28:19) 

 
After you make the decision to follow Christ, one of the first steps you should take is to be water 
baptized.  Water baptism is a way that you publicly profess your new faith in Jesus and is a 
powerful step each new believer should take.  One of the common misconceptions with baptism 
is the idea that you should get yourself together and live better towards God for a while before 
getting baptized. Water Baptism is something that Jesus commanded we do and He Himself 
modeled by being baptized.  As followers of Christ, we therefore need to be baptized.  It serves 
as an outward sign of an inward work, by identifying with the death, burial, and resurrection of 
Jesus Christ our Lord while also completing a spiritual cutting away inwardly in our hearts. 
 
We know the idea of water and baptism can be a bit scary without some understanding, but rest 
assured we have got you covered.  We offer a brief teaching before each baptism, with both the 
spiritual and practical information to help ensure you are comfortable and understand the 
basics of baptism.   
 
 
How do you know you need to be baptized? 

1) If you have made a commitment to Christ and you have never been baptized in water.  
2) If you were baptized in the past, but have recently made a recommitment to Christ.  
3) If you were sprinkled with water as a child in church, or baptized as a child and it was 

before you were fully aware of your decision to follow Christ.  
 
We offer water baptism each quarter at NIKAO and look forward to you taking this vital step.  
Sign up for our next baptism by visiting www.nikaochurch.org and click on “Connect”.  
Look for the Baptism Banner:  https://nikaochurch.ccbchurch.com/form_response.php?id=9 

 
P-PLUG IN 
 

We believe that in order to grow spiritually, we must be connected relationally.  That is why Acts 
chapter 2 tells us in verse 42, “they devoted themselves to fellowship” and in verse 44 “They 
were together and had everything in common.” Also, in verse 46, “they broke bread in their 
homes.”  
  
Quite simply, these verses teach us you can’t do life alone, especially life in Christ.  You will only 
be as a strong as the people around you, and one of our main focuses at NIKAO Church, is to 
help get plugged into the life of the church making it easy to connect with other people that can 
help you grow.  The main way we do that is through, “WEGROUPS,” which are small group 

https://nikaochurch.ccbchurch.com/form_response.php?id=9
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settings where you can connect with other people, ask questions in safe space, discuss the Bible 
and create meaningful friendships.  We believe these smaller group settings are a vital part of 
the life of every follower of Christ as they provide a safe place for you to experience growth 
through authentic Christian community.   
 
WEGroups happen throughout the city and are grouped by various ages and stages of life.  We 
offer We Groups for women, men, married couples, and college students.  
 
Sign up for a WEGroup by visiting the “Get Connected” Table on Sundays or online at 
www.nikaochurch.org and click on “Connect”.  
Look for the WEGroups Banner: https://nikaochurch.ccbchurch.com/form_response.php?id=68 
 
Additionally, we have regular group gatherings and church events that are designed to help you 
easily connect to other people.  These can range from everything from evenings on the town, 
ladies’ brunches and creative parties, to shopping trips, basketball open gyms, flag football, 
group fitness, men’s breakfast buffets, super bowl parties, to married couples date nights.  Our 
group activities happen regularly, so stay tuned via Social Media, the Sunday bulletin, stop by 
the Get Connected table or visit online at nikaochurch.org for the latest updates. 
 
 

PLUG IN OTHERS 
• “and the Lord added to their number daily who were being saved.” (Acts 2:27) 

• “Whoever acknowledges me before men, I will also acknowledge him before my Father in heaven. But 
whoever disowns me before men, I will disown before my Father in heaven” (Matthew 10:32-33). 

 

 INVITE 
Not only do you need to be plugged into a local church, you need to plug others in.  As a new 
believer, there is no better way to affirm your commitment to Jesus than to create 
accountability.  One of the fastest ways to do that is tell someone about the commitment you 
made to Christ and begin to share with others the same “Good News about Jesus” that has 
changed your life.  
 
We believe an easy and great first step to this is to INVITE someone to church, helping to 
potentially plug that person into a life changing relationship with Jesus Christ.  It can be 
intimidating to invite someone, but did you know that “82 percent of unchurched people are 
likely to attend church if invited”? The odds are clearly in your favor, and we want to make it 
easy for you to plug others in by providing you with easy to use tools to create conversation or 
pass out to others. Stop by the “Connections” station to pick up some invite cards. 
 

 SHARE 
Additionally, you can share your story and tell others what God is doing in your life.  You don’t 
have to know a lot about God or the Bible to tell someone what commitment you made and 
what has happened in your life as a result of your decision. Sharing your story is a powerful 
reminder for you of what God is doing in your life and a powerful tool to inspire faith in others.  
Share with your friends, tell your family, tell your coworkers and tell us! We want you to do that 
by emailing share@nikaochurch.org.  No story is too small, or too big, whatever it is that God 
has done and is doing in your life is powerful!   
 

https://nikaochurch.ccbchurch.com/form_response.php?id=68
mailto:share@nikaochurch.org
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You will be amazed at the growth you experience as you begin to share with others by inviting 
them to church, sharing your story and helping them plug in. 
 

S—SERVE 
●     They sold everything they had and gave to those who were in need (Acts 2:45) 

• “Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as faithful stewards of 
God's grace in its various forms.” (1 Peter 4:10) 

• They sold everything they had and gave to those who were in need (Acts 2:45) 

• “just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for 
many." (Matthew 20:28) 

• “it is more blessed to give than to receive” (Acts 20:35) 

 
You received a great gift from God in being made right with Him through Jesus, and whether you 
know it or not, He has given you resources that He wants you to use to help make a difference in 
the lives of others, as Jesus did for you.  There is no better way to do that than through SERVING 
others.   
 
Serving strengthens others, honors God, and blesses you.  In fact, there are several benefits to 
serving.  Serving is a great way for you to connect with other people, helps you to discover your 
unique spiritual gifting, develop your skills, and fulfills you by helping make an eternal difference 
in the lives of others. 
  
In serving others, what do I serve with? You serve others with the gifts God has given you.  As 
believers, we all have the following things we can serve others with: 
 

TIME 
Mark 12:30-31 
30 Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all 
your strength.’[a]  
31 The second is this: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’[b] There is no commandment greater than 
these.” 

 

John 15:13 (NIV) 
13 Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 

 
 
Time is the one resource that you can never get more of.  Which makes it more valuable than 
the other resources we have.  Thus, if you are going to love God with all your heart, soul, mind 
and strength as Jesus commands us; then, you are going to have to love Him by giving Him your 
time.  How do you give God your time? 
 

o Spend dedicated time each day in devotion to God through Prayer,  
the Pages of Scripture (Reading/Studying God’s Word), and Praise and Worship 

o Disciplining other people 
o Serving others in the community 
o Serving in a ministry team at church 

  

TALENT 
Romans 12:6-8 
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6 We have different gifts, according to the grace given to each of us. If your gift is prophesying, then 
prophesy in accordance with your faith; 
7 if it is serving, then serve; if it is teaching, then teach;  
8 if it is to encourage, then give encouragement; if it is giving, then give generously; if it is to lead, do it 
diligently; if it is to show mercy, do it cheerfully. (Romans 12:6-8) 

 
Whether you know it or not, God has made you gifted and talented! No matter how invaluable 
you may think you are or maybe how little you have to offer to someone else, God’s plan for 
your life is for you to discover the gifting inside you and use it to make a difference in the life of 
someone else.  There is no greater feeling than being connected to your God given purpose and 
using that to change someone else’s life.  
 
DREAM TEAM 
At NIKAO, the easiest way to begin serving others is by joining what we call, The Dream Team.  It 
is a faithful group of fun and friendly people, that are actively discovering their purpose and 
making a difference in the lives of other people by serving at NIKAO.   
 
Joining the Dream Team simply starts with NIKAO 101! 
Sign up for NIKAO 101 by visiting www.nikaochurch.org and click on “Connect”.  
Look for the NIKAO 101 Banner: https://nikaochurch.ccbchurch.com/form_response.php?id=7 

 
 

TREASURE 
On the first day of every week, each one of you should set aside a sum of money in keeping with your 
income, saving it up, so that when I come no collections will have to be made. (1 Corinthians 16:12) 

  
Nothing will strengthen your faith and help you grow in relationship with God than trusting Him 
with the thing we often hold most dear—our money. That is why the Bible says it is “more 
blessed to give than to receive” (Acts 20:35) and that “where your treasure is, your heart will 
be.” (Luke 12:34) When God asks us to give to the work of the ministry, He is really seeking our 
obedience, not our offering.  He wants us to trust Him with the resources He has given us, and to 
ensure we are using what He has blessed us with to be a blessing to others.  We believe that we 
should be generous! 
 
Giving to others and giving a dedicated portion of our income to the local church to help support 
the work of the ministry to impact the lives of people in our church and throughout our 
community may seem like a big jump and we understand that totally.  Which is why we will 
never ask you to give, but we will ask you to ask God if you should give.  It is a vital step in the 
life of a new believer, to trust God with everything we have, and believe Him to provide 
everything we need spiritually and naturally.  Once you make a commitment to Him, it is His job 
to ensure the promises of blessing He has made to you come to pass, but with God’s help, we 
want you to practice the principles He has outlined in the Bible.  Giving to others is one of them. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://nikaochurch.ccbchurch.com/form_response.php?id=7
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CONCLUSION 
 
We understand navigating your new walk with God may seem challenging, and can leave you 
with many questions.  However, if you will follow the G.P.S. to your God-given destiny, and 
GROW, PLUG, SERVE you will be well on your way to experiencing the love God has for you and 
life He desires for you! 
 
In navigating that journey, it is our desire as a church to help you in any way possible.  If you 
have a question, need prayer, or assistance along the way, please feel free to contact us at 
info@nikaochurch.org. 
 
HELPFUL REMINDERS 
 
 Below are reminders that will be helpful for you to know as you start your faith walk: 
  
To accept Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior is the most important decision you will ever make 
in your life. In reality, it is the beginning of a brand new life in Christ, and as a new-born child of 
God, there are many important things you need to understand. As you read this, please note the 
scripture references and look them up in your Bible. (Bible quotations are taken from the New 
International Version, © The New York Bible Society, 1978.) 
 
1. You are saved by Faith -- Your salvation is based purely upon your faith in Jesus Christ as your 
Lord and Savior. In other words, salvation is not something that can be "earned" by how good 
you try to be or some religious act that you perform. Salvation is a free gift from God, and came 
as you simply put your faith in Jesus, His death and resurrection, and trusted him to forgive your 
sins and become your savior and Lord. The scripture says “For it is by grace you have been 
saved, through faith -- and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God -- not by works, so 
that no one can boast” (Ephesians 2:8-9). 
 
2. You're not saved by feelings -- Good feelings are nice to have, but feelings do not prove 
whether you're saved or not. There may be times when you "feel" that God is close to you, and 
other times when you "feel" that He's not. But remember that He has promised to always be 
with you and never leave you, regardless of feelings (Hebrews 13:5). Always remember that the 
Christian lives by faith, not by sight or the feelings of our natural senses. The Bible says “We live 
by faith, not by sight” (2 Corinthians 5:7). 
 
3. You may experience doubts -- One of most common things that happens to a new believer is 
that the Devil tries to whisper doubts in your thoughts: "You're not really saved," or "nothing 
really happened to you." But don't buy into Satan's lies and deceptions! If you placed your faith 
in Jesus Christ, then you are saved, regardless of whether you feel it or not. God's Word 
promises, “If you confess with your mouth, Jesus is Lord, and believe in your heart that God 
raised Him from the dead, you will be saved” (Romans 10:9). 
 
4. You are Forgiven of all your sins -- The Bible teaches that all mankind has a sinful nature 
which keeps him separated from God's presence and will result in eternal death. But Jesus came 
to suffer the consequences of that sin as our substitute, so that we could be forgiven of sin and 



11 
 

have access to God's presence. When you repented (turned away) from your sins, and asked 
Jesus to forgive you and become your savior, that's exactly what he did. He forgave every sin 
you've ever committed, regardless of how awful or evil they may have been. God can forgive 
more sin than man can commit. “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive 
us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9). 
 
5. You're not perfect, just forgiven -- Being a Christian doesn't mean that you won't make 
mistakes, but it means that you are forgiven of sin and that your goal is to live like Christ and not 
live in the old sinful way anymore. Don't ever let the Devil condemn you if you stumble or make 
a mistake! God loves you and wants you to ask Him to forgive you (1 John 1:9), then He wants 
you to get back on your feet and keep walking for Him! Don't ever let other people or the Devil 
bring condemnation upon you! God loves you and will correct you, but He will not condemn 
you. “There is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus...” (Romans 8:1). 
 
6. You are a New Creation -- At the moment you accepted Jesus, He came into your heart by His 
Spirit, and now His presence and nature lives and dwells in your heart (1 Corinthians 6:19). You 
did not merely become a better person, you were "born again" spiritually as a brand new 
person! Now He wants you to learn to live your life according to the new nature of His Spirit 
inside you. The Bible says “Therefore, if any one is in Christ, he is a new creation: the old has 
gone, the new has come!” (2 Corinthians 5:17). 
 
7. You have the promise of Eternal Life -- God's Word says that when you place your faith in 
Christ, you are given eternal life. That is, someday when your physical body wears out and dies, 
your soul will go to be in the Lord's presence to spend eternity with Him! “For God so loved the 
world, that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish, but 
have eternal life” (John 3:16). 
 
8. You must keep living for Christ -- You must understand that your salvation is based upon your 
"continued" relationship with the Lord. He has promised to keep you saved, as long as you keep 
believing and living for Him. As a new Christian, you need to grow in your relationship with God 
and deepen your faith, so that discouragements, temptations, or trials will never cause you to 
drift away from God. Remember, if you depart from the Lord, you also depart from what gives 
you the promise of salvation. The Bible says that Christ will one day present you before God, 
holy and unblemished “...If you continue in your faith, established and firm, not moved from 
the hope held out in the Gospel” (Colossians 1:23). 
 
9. You need to go to Church -- You should attend church regularly so that your faith can be 
strengthened by the preaching of God's Word, and so you can grow spiritually and be 
encouraged by the fellowship of other Christians. Church is where you can go to express your 
love, faithfulness, and worship to God. Church is where we can learn how to be a Christian, and 
where the Pastor and spiritual leaders can help you and encourage your faith. The Bible warns 
us not to absent ourselves from church attendance, because we need the strength and 
encouragement it brings. “Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of 
doing, but let us encourage one another...” (Hebrews 10:25). 
 
10. You need to Pray every day -- Prayer is vital to your spiritual growth. God is your Heavenly 
Father, and He wants to hear from you and have daily fellowship with you. Not only does He 
promise to answer your prayers, but as you pray He will also provide guidance and spiritual 
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strength. The Bible tells us to "Pray continually," that is to pray faithfully every day (1 
Thessalonians 5:17). 
 
11. You need to read the Bible daily -- The Bible is God's Word, and as you read from it every 
day, it will cause you to grow spiritually (2 Timothy 2:15). As you study His written word (start 
with the Gospel of John), He will strengthen your faith, speak to your heart, and give you 
guidance and direction for every need and decision in your life. “Your word is a lamp to my feet 
and a light for my path” (Psalms 119:105).  
 
12. You need to be baptized in Water -- At your first opportunity, you should obey the Lord's 
command to be baptized in water as a confession of your repentance and faith in Jesus Christ 
(Matthew 28:19). Water baptism in itself, (not to be confused with baptism in Holy Spirit) does 
not save you or wash away your sins, but is an act of your obedience in God's Word. It 
symbolically shows that you have died to the old sinful life, and have risen in the newness of the 
Life of Christ. The scriptures say “...Repent and be baptized, every one of you..." (Acts 2:38). 
 
13. You need to live a Holy life -- As we have mentioned, Christians are not perfect. However, 
God wants you to "aim" toward perfection. That is, your goal must be to grow in submitting 
yourself to the new nature of His Spirit in your heart, follow the example of Jesus, and live a 
godly and wholesome life (Hebrews 12:14). You repented and asked Him to forgive your sins, 
and now you need to grow closer to Him each day, which will take you farther away from sinful 
thoughts and behavior which are displeasing to God. Your faith in God will cause a desire to 
obey Him and do those things pleasing in His sight (Colossians 1:10).  
Should you continue to live in an unrestrained, sinful lifestyle, this would lead you away from 
God and back into the old ways which lead to death. But as we grow in our relationship with 
God, His strength in our life will increase to overcome sinful behavior and habits. “Since we have 
these promises, dear friends, let us purify ourselves from everything that contaminates body 
and spirit, perfecting holiness out of reverence for God” (2 Corinthians 7:1). 
 
14. You need to be Filled with the Holy Spirit -- We already said that the Holy Spirit was born in 
your heart when you received Christ and now resides in you. But the Bible also says that the 
Holy Spirit can "immerse" you with a special power for service, to enable you to live a powerful 
Christian life, and to be bold in your Christian witness and testimony. “But you will receive 
power when the Holy Spirit comes on you: and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in 
all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth” (Acts 1:8). To receive this special power, 
all we have to do is ask Christ to baptize us with His Holy Spirit, and He promises that He will. 
 
15. You need to tell others about Christ -- It is important for you to openly declare Jesus Christ 
as your Savior and Lord to others, as it establishes the testimony of your faith. Once you have 
accepted Jesus Christ, tell someone. Don't keep it a secret. The Bible says that “Whoever 
acknowledges me before men, I will also acknowledge him before my Father in heaven. But 
whoever disowns me before men, I will disown before my Father in heaven” (Matthew 10:32-
33). 
 
Scripture quotations were taken from the New International Version, © The New York Bible Society, 1978. 
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